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LECTORI S. 


Elegiam in C cemeterio ruſtico” 1 noſtratis GRAY 
nulli non eſſe notum credo eruditis nuper plurimis locum præſtitiſſe, 


qud Grecis literis ornamentum adderent. Præcipuè laus hinc fuit 


GuULitLMo Coors, A. M. 
JokANxI Nonkunr, S. T. P. 
STEPHANoO WESTON, S. T. B. 


CAROLO Coork, L. L. D. 5 


B. E. SpARKE, A. M. 
EpvARDO Tzw, A. M. 


qui eam ſinguli verſione Græca bee edit autem her- 
cul? vix poteſt, quin poema iſtud, utcunque fit venuſtum, hodierna 
tamen propter nomina, mores, atque ſententias, Græcorum antiquo- 
rum animis omnind parum accommodetur c. Cupido itaque me 


quædam habuit, ut, per otium, aliquid exquirerem, quod et us, et 


Græcarum literarum ſtudioſis omnibus, pariter placeret, viros ſimul 


graves commodè exerceret, et cum Grecorum poetarum indole co- 
hærere melius videretur. 


In animo hoc ſaltèm inerat, ut ak 8 divini carminis 


imitationem ſolertiores alios, Greca NO lingua, conatu levi 
meo adhortarer. 


Cum nikil forts in hac omni Elegit werben magis Græcæ aptum ſit, Epitaphii 
hujus ſimplicis imitatio ea, quæ ſequitur, Procemio buic, pace LeQoris, ſubjungatur. 
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GRAY'S ELEGY. 


1 
HERE reſts his head, upon the lap af "4 
A youth, to Fortune and to Fame unknown ; _ 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble birth, _ 
And Melancholy mark. d d him for her e own. _ 
e 3 
Large was his n 2 bie foul a ON 
 Heav'n did a recompence as largely ſend: 
He gave to mis' ry all he had, —a tear; 
He gow 'd from heav'n, 'twas all 5 wiſh d, — dend. 
II. 
No * ſerk hls merits to Allele, . 
Nor draw his frailties from their dread abods e.— 


(There they alike in trembling hope repoſe) 
The boſom of his Father * his God. 
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a1 begin the ſong: 


To heav'nly t 
The moſſy fountains, and the F 


* 


Delight no more.—O thou my voice inſpire, 


Who touch'd Ifaiah's hallow'd lips with fire. 


| R apt into future times, the Bard be 


« 


A Virgin ſhall conceive, A Virgin 


The dreams of Pindus, and di Aonian maids, 
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F rom Jeſſe's root behold a branch ariſe, 

Whoſe ſacred flower with fragrance fills the ſkies : 
Th' Etherial Spirit o'er its leaves ſhall move, 1 
And on its top deſcends the myſtic. Dove. 


Ve Heav'ns ! from high the dewy nectar pour, 
And in ſoft ſilence ſned the kindly ſhow'r ! 

The ſick and weak the healing plant ſhall aid, 
From ſtorms a ſhelter, and from: heat a ſhade. 


All crimes ſhall ceaſe, and ancient fraud ſhall: fail; 
Returning Fuſtice lift aloft her ſcale: 
Peace o'er the world ber olive wand extend, 

And white · rob d Innocence from heav'n deſcend. 
Swift fly the years, and riſe th' expected morn! 
Oh ſpring to light, auſpicious Babe, be born! 
Sce Nature haſtes her earlieſt wreaths to bring, 


With all the incenſe of the breathing ſ. pring : 
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See lofty Lebanon his head advance, 


See nodding foreſts on the mountains dance : 
See ſpicy clouds from lowly Saron rife; 

And Carmel's 1 top perfumes the ſkies. bo 
Hark! a glad voice the lonely deſert cheers! 
Prepare the way | a God, a God appears: 4 

« A God, a God 1 the vocal hills reply, | 
The rocks proclaim thi approaching Deity. 

Lo, earth receives him from the bending ſkies ! 


Sink down, ye mountains, and, ye valleys, riſe: 


With heads declin'd, ye cedars, homage pay; 
Be ſmooth \ ye rocks ye rapid floods, 2 Foo 
The Saviour comes! by ancient bards foretold: 
Hear him, ye deaf, and, all ye blind, behold » 
He from thick films ſhall purge the viſual ray, 
| And on the Sightleſ eye-ball pour the * $ 
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1 
Tis he th' obſtructed paths of ſound ſhall clear, | 


And bid new muſic charm th' unfolding ear. 
The dumb ſhall ſing, the lame his crutch forego, 


And leap exulting like the bounding roe. 


No ſigh, no murmur the Widle world ſhall hear, 


From ev'ry face he wipes off ev ry tear. 


In adamantine chains hall Death be bound, 


And H ell's grim tyrant feel th eternal wound. 
As the good ſhepherd tends his fleeey care, 


Secks freſheſt paſture and the pureſt air, 
Explores the loſt, the wand'ri ring ſheep direfts, 


By day o 'erſces them, and by night protedts, 


The tender lambs he raiſes in his arms, 5 
Feeds from his hand, and i in his boſom warms ;— 


— Thus ſhall mankind his guardian care engage, 
The promiſed Father of a future age. 
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No more ſhall nation againſt nation riſe, 


Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes, 
Nor fields with gleaming ſteel be cover'd o'er, 
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more; 
But uſeleſs lances into ſcythes ſhall bend, 

And the broad faulchion in a plough-ſhare end. 
T hen palaces ſhall 181 the joyful Son | 

Shall Gniſh what his ſhort-liv'd Sire begun; 
Their vines a ſhadow to their race ſhall yield, 


And the fame hand that ſow' a, ſhall x reap the geld: 
The ſwain in barren deſerts with  ſurprize 

See lilies ſpring, and ſudden verdure riſe : 

And ftart amidſt the thirſty wilds to hear 

New falls of water murm'ring in his ear. 

On rifted rocks, the dragon's late abodes, 


The green reed trembles, and the bulruſh nods, 
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Waſte ſandy valleys, once perplex' d ik thorn, 
The ſpiry fir and ſhapely box adorn': 15 


"To leafleſs ſhrubs the flow'ry hk beceed, 


And od” rous m . le to the noiſom wee d. K 800 
The lambs with wolves ſhall 2 n the verdant mead * 44, © 


And boys in flow ry bands t © tiger | lead 1 

The ſteer and lion at one crib ſhall meet, 

And harmleſs ſerpents lick the pilgrim's feet. 

The ſmiling infant in his hand ſhall take 

The creſted bafiliſk and ſpeck] d ſnake, 

Pleas'd the green luſtre of the ſcales ſurvey, | 

And with their forky tongue. ſhall | innocently | play. ö 
Riſe, crown'd with light, imperial Salem, riſe = 

Exalt thy tow'ry head, and lift thy eyes N 

See, a long race thy ſpacious courts adorn; 


See future ſons, and daughters yet unborn, 
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In crowding ranks on ev'ry fide ariſe, 
Demanding life, impatient for the ſkies } | 
gee barb'rous nations at thy gates attend, 
5 Walk in thy light, and i in thy temple n 
See thy bright altars chrong d with pr N 
And heap'd with produce of Sabzan ſpri 9 
For thee I dume's ſpicy foreſts blow, 


And ſeeds of gold in Ophir's mountains mT 
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